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18 – 20 October 2010, Halles des Schaerbeek, Brussels

CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS (OPEN SPACE SESSIONS)
1. Objectives of the open space sessions: fostering exchange through a participatory approach
The participatory Forum will be a space for mutual information, interaction and debate around initiatives to combat poverty and social exclusion in the EU.  In addition to thematic workshops, circus performances and information stands to which they are invited to participate, EY2010 partners also have the opportunity to propose and organize open space sessions.
The open space sessions will make up the participatory part of the Forum and aim primarily at fostering interactive exchange between participants, starting from the presentation of a specific initiative/project developed in a European context.
On this common basis, open spaces sessions may have various objectives: informing, raising awareness and challenging perceptions, training, debating, or simply fostering exchange and discussion between various audiences.
2. Format
Up to 15 sessions - 90 minutes - can be organised, involving up to 30 participants each.
Organisers are invited to develop a dynamic approach, which will give an active role to participants and support exchange of perception, knowledge and opinions.
Workshops can be organised in English or French (interpretation will not be provided).

Flipchart, colour pens and cards will be provided. In addition, if there is demand, some sessions may be equipped with LCD beamer and one computer.
3. Possible themes
Organisers are encouraged to take as a starting point for discussion an initiative/project developed in a European context (e.g. benefiting from financial support, approach developed through mutual learning or within a European organisation…).

Open space sessions may relate to any of the themes covered during the forum. 
· Participation and empowerment – which have been central to the European Year 2010; 

· Communication and awareness-raising – key dimensions of the European Year 2010 and the Social Europe campaign.

· Thematic priorities which have been at the heart of the Social OMC: active inclusion, child poverty, homelessness and housing exclusion, overcoming discrimination and increasing the integration of vulnerable groups, financial inclusion; 

· Mainstreaming the fight against poverty, building synergies with other thematic areas at the heart of Europe 2020. 
4. Calls for contributions

Members of the EU stakeholders’ expert group are invited to submit proposals for open space sessions until 15 July, using the table in annex (one page maximum). 
Maximum two proposals can be submitted from within one European organisation (e.g. including within its membership). It is also possible to co-organise a session with another organisation. Travel and accommodation can be reimbursed for up to two organisers by session.
The European Commission will try and ensure as much as possibly a positive response to all proposals which fit the criteria set out above. However, should the amount of contributions strongly outnumber the capacity of the venue, a selection shall be made, based on the following criteria: 

· Balance of themes, languages and organisations;
· Balance of countries covered; 

· Participative methodology; 
· Ensuring that at least four workshops are based on the active participation of people experiencing poverty;
· Ensuring a balance between projects developed within the EY2010, other EU funded projects (such as PROGRESS, ESF) and those not benefiting from EU financial support.
ANNEX
Proposal for open space sessions (to send back to Elodie.Fazi@ec.europa.eu before 15 July). 

	Organisation 
	If relevant, please indicate which European network the organisation is a member of, and its country 

	Contact details
	Name, email, website and telephone

	Session title
	

	Theme(s) covered
	

	Aim and methodology
	

	Project used as starting point for discussion – if relevant


	Please specify if the initiative has been developed within the framework of the EY2010 or is benefiting from any other EU financial support + give website address (if relevant)


	Modalities of participation of people experiencing poverty (if relevant)
	

	Language
	

	Possible speakers and moderators
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